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SUBJECT:  CYPRUS  TO  OPPOSE  BELARUS'S  UNHRC  CANDIDACY 
REF:  A.  (A)  STATE  58036 
IB.  (B)  NICOSIA  347 

Classified  By:  Deputy  Chief  of  Mission  Jane  B.  Zimmerman  for  reasons  1. 
5 ( b ) and  ( d ) . 

(C)  Poloff  delivered  on  May  3 Ref  A demarche  points  to  MFA 
Multilateral  Affairs  Attache  Demetra  Christodoulou.  MFA 
Political  Director  (P  equivalent)  Ambassador  Euripides 
Evriviades  called  DCM  on  May  4 to  inform  USG  that  Cyprus  will 
oppose  Belarus's  UNHRC  candidacy,  confirming  the  GOC ' s 
"principled  position  to  support  candidates  based  on  their 
human  rights  record,"  according  to  the  spirit  of  UNGA  Res 
60/251.  Other  MFA  officials  have  previously  voiced  concern 
that  Belarus  might  win  anyway  without  Cyprus's  support,  and 
have  requested  that  the  USG  pass  soonest  news  of  a third 
candidate  from  the  Eastern  Europe  Group,  hopefully  by  the  May 
16  election  eve.  Evriviades  further  revealed  that  Cyprus 
will  adhere  to  the  EU  common  position. 
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